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(Left) Generations of Psi Brothers attend groundbreaking for Chapter House expansion. 
(Right) Consul Conor Kelly ’17 and House Corporation President Jim Moore ’68 on construction site.

CHAPTER HOUSE IS UNDERWAY
Alumni Support Needed for Remaining $500,000 to Complete Fundraising Goal

As we go to press for this edition of the 
Constantine Sig, I am pleased to report 

great progress with the renovation of your Psi of 
Sigma Chi Chapter House. When completed later 
this fall, we will have a new Chapter Room and 
a new multi-purpose entertainment space to serve 
our Active and Alumni Brothers. Thanks to the 
untiring work of our contractor and Brother Bret 
Holden ’83, construction work has progressed 

at a steady rate since our groundbreaking in 
May 2016. Special thanks also goes to Mike  
Christian ’77, who is providing essential building 
materials for this project through his company, 
Massey Builders Supply. If you have had a chance 
to visit 608 Preston Place this fall, you know that 
the new building is “out of the ground” and its 
first floor framing is underway. In addition, a 
separate bathroom facility, for the exclusive use 
of the new addition, is being installed in the 
basement of our existing Chapter House, and the 
joists under the living room and former dining 
room have been reinforced and strengthened. A 
new electric service for the existing house has 
been installed, and a new laundry facility has 
been built in the Chapter House basement. As 
the accompanying photos illustrate, the dream of 
renovating and enlarging our venerable Chapter 
House is quickly becoming a reality!

I also want to report that we have made great 
progress with our “Honoring Our Past, Building 
our Future” Capital Campaign to provide the 
funding for our work. We are extremely thankful 

for the response of the 206 generous donors who 
have contributed just over $1.5 million dollars. 
However, support from every Psi Brother will 
be needed if we are going to raise the remaining 
$500,000 to reach our two million dollar 
fundraising goal. To date, participation by Psi 
Alumni, in support of our Capital Campaign, 
is at 19%, while the average Greek fundraising 
Capital Campaign has 25% participation.

The finish line for this first phase of the total 
renovation and modernization of 608 Preston 
Place is in sight, as we plan to formally dedicate 
the new Chapter Room in December 2016. 
However, in order to get there, we need the 
help of all Psi Brothers in a collaborative 
effort reaching across all generations to improve 
our participation rate. To those who have not 
yet made a gift, we strongly encourage your 
thoughtful consideration to support this project. 
Participation by all our Brothers is now our top 
priority with gifts at all levels of generosity 
greatly appreciated.

(Continued on page 3) The foundation for the Chapter House addition.
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Thank You, Generous Psi Brothers
W e sincerely thank the following Brothers of Psi for their dedication 

to the Honoring Our Past, Building Our Future Capital Campaign. 
These Alumni recognize the importance of ensuring the future of the Psi 
Chapter and have demonstrated a sense of gratitude for their personal 
experience. Commitments are still needed from the rest of our Alumni to 
achieve our Campaign goal and complete this major project.

All donors contributing $2,500 or more to the Campaign will be 
recognized on a prominently displayed plaque in the Chapter House. 
Donors contributing a minimum of $1,000 to the Campaign will be 
recognized in print publications. If an error has been made in recording 
your gift, or your name has been mistakenly omitted or listed improperly, 
please advise our Campaign coordinator at (785) 843-1661. Thank you, 
loyal Alumni of Psi of Sigma Chi!

Campaign Status 
At-a-Glance

As of September 26, 2016

Campaign Goal
$2 Million

Total Commitments
$1,471,384

Total Contributors
206

Mailable Alumni
1,062
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The facts below might help find the best way to reach our desired level of 
support:
	 •	Contributions may be stretched over a five-year giving period. Many  
		  Brothers have taken advantage of this opportunity to maximize their  
		  giving potential.
	 •	All donations above $1,000 will be recognized in Campaign publications  
		  as seen in this edition of the Constantine Sig.
	 •	All donors contributing a minimum of $2,500 to the Campaign will be  
		  recognized on a plaque prominently displayed in our new Chapter Room.

The need for additional support from our Brotherhood is real. The time to give 
is now. Please join your Sigma Chi Brothers in support of your Psi Chapter by 
using the enclosed pledge form to make your gift today. Following the generosity 
and dedication of those Brothers who came before us, it is now our turn to fulfill 
our legacy in the renovation of 608 Preston Place. By doing so we will have met 
our commitment to the future of the Psi Chapter of Sigma Chi at the University 
of Virginia.
  
In Hoc,
Christopher G. Komelasky ’00
Vice President
Psi of Sigma Chi House Corporation
chris_komelasky@hotmail.com

CHAPTER HOUSE IS 
UNDERWAY

(Continued from page 1)

A closer look at the foundation of the 
new Chapter Room addition.

Chapter Room walls are up, 
roof to follow.

House Corporation members Bret Holden ’83, Jim Moore ’68, Tom  
Washburn ’70, and Steve Herbert ’68 tour the new Chapter Room foundation.
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VICKI WARREN WASHBURN
JANUARY 15, 1949 – APRIL 5, 2016

The girl of my dreams is the sweetest girl
Of all the girls I know.

Each sweet coed, like a rainbow trail
Fades in the afterglow.

The blue of her eyes and gold of her hair
Are a blend of the western sky.

And the moonlight beams
On the girl of my dreams

She’s the Sweetheart of Sigma Chi.  

There’s much to learn from the best among 
us. Vicki Washburn was one of those 

people. It is with deep regret that we must tell 
you that Vicki died on April 5, 2016 after a 
brief, but courageous, battle with cancer. 

To all who visited 608 Preston Place in 
the late 1960’s, Vicki was everyone’s best 
friend. Years before women were admitted 
to the College of Arts and Sciences for their 
undergraduate education, Vicki was the 
most constant female presence in the House. 
Everyone’s sister, friend, and confidante, it’s 
hard to remember a weekend without Vicki’s 
smiling face greeting us at the front door.  

Of course, the real reason Vicki traveled 
to Charlottesville from Lynchburg College, 
and later American University each weekend, 
was to visit her then boyfriend, Brother Tom 
Washburn ’70, who met Vicki when she 
was fifteen and in the tenth grade and he 
was seventeen and in the eleventh grade at 
their alma mater Hammond High School in 
Alexandria, Virginia. Legend has it that, after 
the first date for each of them, they were 
inseparable for the rest of her life. 

In Spring 1969, Vicki was unanimously 
selected as our Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. At 
that time, the University of Virginia was a 
notorious all-male public institution, with the 

majority of us Virginia Gentlemen, as we were 
paradoxically known, completely ignorant as 
to what equality between a man and a woman 
really meant. Enter Vicki Warren Washburn. 
By winning our hearts, as she did in the most 
unassuming way, Vicki taught us all the 
wonder of being a woman. She was smart, she 
was kind, she was wise and she singlehandedly 
became the teacher of respect, dignity, and 
equality between a man and a woman. 

In her death, Vicki leaves behind her beloved 
husband Tom, her daughter Brooke Housh 
and son-in-law Steve, her son Trent, her 
son Peter and daughter-in-law Mandy, six 
grandchildren, and her precious Annie, the 
golden retriever daughter. 

So, this is the story of Vicki. Simply put, being 
loved by Vicki was transformative. She had a 
way of seeing the best in people and showing 
them the path to see it in themselves. Her 
infectious love of life was perfectly captured 
in an e-mail exchange between friends after, 
as Tom put it, she had “left.” “I know Vicki 
will have a fun time in heaven giggling with 
her new angel buddies,” wrote the first. To 
which the other replied, “. . . having fun in 
heaven giggling and dancing with her new 
angel buddies!” Because, as we all know, 
Vicki always loved a good party!   

Chapter 
Officers

Consul
Conor Kelly ’17

Chatham, N.J.
crk6rh@virginia.edu

Pro Consul
Ryan Aubrey ’17

Radford, Va.

Annotator
Henry Pollack ’18

Chicago, Ill.

Recruitment 
Chairman 

Robert Raiola ’18
Chatham, N.J.

rwr9uu@virginia.edu

House Manager
Hugh Campbell ’17

Manassas, Va.

Social Chairmen
Joshua Glazier ’17

Herndon, Va.

Matt Ruiters ’17
Bethesda, Md.

Quester
Logan Bunte-Mein ’17 

Greenwich, Conn.

Derby Days Chairmen
Blake Anderson ’17

Roanake, Va.

Jack Jeffery ’18
Denver, Colo.

Tribune
Gardner Tregellas ’18
New Canaan, Conn.

Kustos 
Vinnie Liberi ’18

Ashburn, Va.

IM Chairman
Charlie Hillock ’17

Glen Rock, N.J.

Brotherhood 
Chairman

James Schwartz ’18
Lincroft, N.J.

Alumni Chairman
August Walker ’18

Culpeper, Va.

Steward
George Ingber ’18

Westport, Conn.

Scholarship Chairman
Matthew Choi ’18

McLean, Va.

Risk Manager
Jack Jeffery ’18

Denver, Colo.

Community 
Outreach Chairman

Christopher 
Yahanda ’18

Fort Wayne, Ind.

Many Brothers traveled to Brazil to participate 
in Seeds for Hope, helping children living on the 

streets and in orphanages.



The Constantine Sig www.psiofsigmachi.com

A Loyal Brother
Don Sours ’58 Encourages All Psi Alumni to Reconnect

When Don Sours ’58 joined the Psi Chapter of Sigma 
Chi in 1955, he was impressed by its smart, witty,  

fun-loving members, who were also in positions of leadership 
on the Grounds. It was that composite of what it meant to 
be a Sigma Chi that led him to rush, then pledge in our 
Fraternity, a decision that has placed Sigma Chi at the center 
of his life ever since. 

“As a Boy Scout, our troop leader taught us to always leave 
the woodpile higher than you found it. I saw this same attitude 
at Psi Chapter,” Don said. And that’s how he has treated his 
relationship with the Chapter since becoming a Brother almost 
sixty years ago. “The older Brothers encouraged me to participate 
in activities at the University and pursue positions of leadership,” he said. “I’ve 
never forgotten their wisdom and encouragement.” 

Don frequently visits Psi Chapter and notes the current undergraduates are a 
group of fine and intelligent men. He has never stopped giving back to the 
Chapter that has meant so much to him throughout his adult life. “I encourage 
our 1,100 living Psi Alumni to re-establish contact with our Fraternity that has 
meant so much to us and whose principles helped guide us as young adults to 
enjoy giving back to our community,” Don said. “If you have lost touch with 
Psi, now is the time to reconnect. You are missing out on a lot of opportunities 
to help our undergraduate Brothers.” 

Don believes that the decision to join Sigma Chi gave him the opportunity 
to identify with his Brothers of high character and emulate the principles 
of the Fraternity, both of which helped shape him into who he is today. 
“We want Sigma Chi to continue to lead the Virginia Greek System in all 
areas of life at the University, both in and out of the classroom,” Don said,  
adding “and that includes being in a fraternity that promotes the fraternal 

benefits of living in a fully modernized and safe home away 
from home.”

Don’s commitment to the Psi Chapter has never wavered, nor 
has it gone unrecognized. In 1998, at the forty-seventh Grand 
Chapter, he was inducted into the Order of Constantine, 
considered to be the highest honor that the Sigma Chi 
Fraternity bestows upon a Brother for his commitment, 
dedication, and service to the Fraternity. In doing so, Don 
joined three other Psi Brothers previously elected to the 
Order, Robert Harmon ’23, inducted in 1950, Malcolm 
Christian ’49, inducted in 1963, and Robert Fair ’50, 
inducted in 2014. 

Don’s devotion to Psi of Sigma Chi continues into the present. He has 
spent the last thirty-five years on the Psi of Sigma Chi House Corporation, 
having earlier spent twenty-five years as its President. He now is a 
member of the House Corporation Building Committee, helping with our 
current renovation of the Chapter House.

Capital Campaign co-chairman, Steve Herbert ’68, is proud to call Don 
his Sigma Chi Brother. “Don Sours has served our Psi Chapter with great 
distinction, dedication, and loyalty through all of his adult life,” Steve 
said. “His current involvement with the ongoing expansion and renovation 
of the Chapter House, after his many years of leadership on the House 
Corporation Board of Directors, is a remarkable achievement that is 
greatly appreciated by all Psi Actives and Alumni.” 

Don and his wife, Josephine, live in Keswick, Virginia. The couple 
has six adult children and six grandchildren. You can contact Don at  
ch1636@aol.com. 

Psi Chapter Continues Its Leadership at the 
University of Virginia  

Over the past year, the Brothers of the Psi Chapter of Sigma Chi have 
been regularly involved in all facets of the University of Virginia 

community by volunteering their time and filling leadership positons as 
needed in a wide variety of student organizations. We look forward to 
continuing this tradition in the upcoming Fall 2016 semester.  

AN EVENTFUL SUMMER
Over the summer, both Alumni and Actives of the Psi Chapter attended a 
groundbreaking ceremony signifying the start of our amazing renovation 
of the Psi of Sigma Chi Chapter House.  Once completed, it will be very 
exciting for Alumni to come back to U.Va. and see how much their House 
has changed. This summer was also an important time for the many Psi 
Brothers who spent their summer working hard at internships, conducting 
research on the Grounds, or studying abroad. Also, over the summer, 
several enthusiastic Psi Brothers attended the Balfour Leadership Training 
Workshop and the Grand Chapter, and this fall they will share their 
experiences with the Brotherhood so that everyone can benefit from what 
was taught and discussed.  

LEADERS ON CAMPUS
Earning the fourth highest collective GPA of all fraternities in the 
Inter-Fraternity Council (IFC) for the spring 2016 semester was a huge 
accomplishment for the Brotherhood, and we have every intention of 
continuing our academic success in the upcoming fall semester. Included in 
our list of achievements from last year is news that several Psi Brothers have 

been accepted into the McIntire School of Commerce and the Frank Batten 
School of Leadership and Public Policy for intense study and learning over 
the next two years. Also, we are very proud to report that Consul Conor 
Kelly ’17 will be living on the Lawn this coming academic year.
 

PSI GIVES BACK
In addition to our academic achievements, Psi Brothers also are making 
meaningful contributions to a large number of charitable organizations 

The Psi Chapter of Sigma Chi was very 
excited to welcome in a new pledge class.

(Continued on page 6)
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within the U.Va. community. For example, 
Sigma Chi Brothers hold important leadership 
positions in Pancakes for Parkinson’s, the 
Interfraternity Council Judiciary Committee, the 
U.Va. Honor Committee, Habitat for Humanity, 
Homers for Hoos, and Seeds of Hope. This past 
year, our philanthropic event, “Derby Days,” 
had its most profitable year ever raising $29,000 
for the U.Va. Children’s Miracle Network. We 
also continued to be enthusiastic supporters of 
other Greek philanthropies around the Grounds 

such as the Alpha Phi Thankful 5K. For the 
upcoming academic year, the Psi Chapter of 
Sigma Chi Brotherhood will continue our long 
tradition of serving and participating within the 
volunteer organizations of the Charlottesville 
and University of Virginia communities. 

Gardner Tregellas ’18
Tribune 
gtt7hw@virginia.edu

There was strong participation from the Brotherhood in Alpha Phi’s Thankful 5K.

Psi Chapter Continues Its Leadership
(Continued from page 5)

SAVE THE 
DATE

HOMECOMING 2016
Be sure to save the date for Homecoming 
2016!  Join your Psi Brothers on the Lawn 

on Saturday, October 15, 2016 to renew old 
friendships and learn more about the Honoring 

Our Past, Building Our Future Capital 
Campaign.  More information about location 

and start-time will be sent via e-mail.

HOUSE CORPORATION 
ANNUAL MEETING 

The Annual Meeting of the Psi of Sigma Chi 
House Corporation will be held on Saturday, 
October 22, 2016 at 9:00 AM in the office 
of the Roy Wheeler Realty Company, 1100 

Dryden Lane, Charlottesville, Virginia 22903 
(434- 951-5155).  

All Psi Alumni are invited to attend.

8


